
I
Michael O. Ieavitt

Governor

lowell P. Braxton
Division Director

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Date of Inspection:
Time of Inspection:
Conditions:
Participants:

State of Utah
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210

PO Box 14580'1

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

80 1 -538-5340

801 -359-3940 (Fax)

801-538-7223 ffDD)

July 28, 1998

Minerals File

Tony Gallegos, Reclamation Engineer

Purpose of Inspection: To examine the mine site while in the area

Upon arriving at the site Doug informed us that the County had not mined at this site

since April of last year. The site did not appear to have changed significantly since the last inspection

other than removal of material from the stockpile. The County has not worked on stripping the expansion

area as previously hoped. They would like to begin the stripping of the expansion area this fall, 1998.

Earlier in the year, they had intended to begin work on the stripping, but equipment was called offsite for
some other higher priority tasks such as a landfill operated by the County.

The first step in stripping for the expansion area will be to put a road in from the existing

road up onto the mesa. Doug anticipated the road would be somewhere around a 15% grade and wide

enough for l-2 scrapers to pass each other on the road. The overburden which is above the existing

highwall would be removed by a dozer creating a trench some distance back from the highwall allowing

the overburden material above the highwall to fall into this trench. They would continue to dig the trench

down this way until the overburden on the very edge of the highwall was removed.

Several photographs were taken of the mine site to document the current condition.

Changes to the site since the last Division inspection appear to be minimal.

Doug asked about having the main owner, Bobby Fausett, continue mining within the

permit area. At the present time, Bobby Fausett has put a trailer and started to place various equipment

on some property south of the existing mine area. Mr. Nielsen wondered what the boundaries of the

current permit area were and mentioned that the County's activities would not extend where a large piece

of yellow equipment was currently parked at the south end. He wanted to stress that Fausett's trailer and

equipment were not part of the County operation. The Division considers Duchesne County to be the

operator of record, therefore, the County would be the party responsible for compliance with the
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approved mining and reclamation plan. Robert Fausett would be considered as a subcontractor working
under the County.

In discussing the business agreement with Fausett's between the County, it seems the
County owns 25Vo of the property and the Fausett's own75%. There is no defined properry ownership,
just the percentage. There is no formal agreement between the County and Robert Fausett which
addresses the terms of mining. The only written agreement is the one currently on file with the Division.
A key issue of the agreement would be how to handle Robert Fausett's right to remove asphalt from the
properry. Does this right allow him to remove asphalt from the pit, or to remove crushed and screened
asphalt from the stockpile? This matter would be something in the business agreement between the
County and Robert rather than a Division issue. One option would be to allow removal of a certain dollar
amount of material, and assign appropriate dollar values to the unmined and stockpiled asphalt.

At approximately 1320, Doug and some of the other County representatives left, due to
other commianents.

We walked a short distance up the undisturbed slope in the general area where the new
road up to the mesa top would be located. The slope in this area faces the east and is rocky and steep
with some sandstone cobble on the surface. A rough estimate of the vegetative cover on this slope is
around 25% plus or minus. This vegetative cover would not include the pinyon and juniper. Some of the
plant species observed in this undisturbed slope included the following: globemallow, bladderpod, indian
ricegrass, birchleaf mahogany, bluebunch wheatgrass, carex vetch phlox, bitterbrush, foxtail, mountain
sagebrush, sheep fescue, opuntia, western wheatgrass, rabbitbrush and pinyon junipers. Several photos
were taken of the undisturbed slope showing the sandstone cobble and the typical vegetation. Photos
were also taken of this slope area from a short distance away looking towards the west.

At approximately 1350 we left this site and moved to the south where Bobby Fausett's
equipment was currently located. Mr. Fausett was working on the site running a road grader. At this
time, he was leveling out a pad area and had several pieces of equipment like a crusher and screening
system in the area. He had also constructed a road from the existing road at the County site, going past

his pad area where the equipment was located to the trailer he had pulled in and back onto the existing
road.

We discussed the need for a separate small mine notice for any type of mining operation
or primary processing he was going to conduct. Robert mentioned that he had submitted a small mine
notice to the Division some time ago, but that there was some question as to the location of his operation.
In response to this, the Division will check the files to see if there was a complete small mine notice in
place and if the mine area had been properly identified. A copy of the small mine operation notice of
intention form was left with Robert for his use if we require him to submit a new one.

Current correspondence to Bobby Fausett should be addressed to Robert J. Fausett. His
cellular phone number now is 435-722-1804.

Doug Nielsen, Duchesne County
Robert I. Fausett

jb
cc:
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August 5, 1998

Robert J. Fausett
P.O. Box l7
Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026

Re: Mining Activities Requiring a Small Mine Operation Notice of Intention. Robert J. Fausett. New
Mining Operation. Uintah Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Fausett:

This letter is in response to our discussion at the mine site on June 30, 1998. Upon returning to
the Division office I reviewed fileW047/028 for the small mine notice submission you had referenced

during our discussion. I did find a SMO form in the file received December 20,1994. The 1994 notice
proposed dividing up the current mine disturbance into two five-acre operations and two reclaimed areas.

An onsite inspection was held December 29,1994 to discuss this proposal, and on February 7, 1995 the
Division sent a certified leffer to you requiring the submission of a large mine operation notice of
intention. On March 29,1995 Duchesne County requested alarge mine operation notice of intention
form to be submitted for what was previously known as the Fausett's Cedar Buttes #l Mine.

Given that the 1994 small mine notice does not accurately describe your new operation or
location, that notice cannot be accepted by the Division for your proposed operations. Please submit a
new small mine notice and location map(s) for your proposed operations. Enclosed for your use are: a
blank SMO-NOI form, two copies of the map of the proposed Duchesne County large mine operation
disturbed area, and two copies of the section of topographic map covering your general location. Please

mark the location and proposed disturbed area for your proposed small mine operations on these maps

and return one copy of each with your SMO-NOI submission. Please feel free to attach additional
information to your SMO-NOI submission if needed.

Please be advised that your notice needs to be approved prior to conducting any mining or
primary processing at your proposed operation. Please contact me at 801-538-5267 if you have any
questions regarding this letter.

Senior Reclamation Specialist
jb
Enclosures: SMO-NOI form, copies MJ047/028 map, copies of lce Cave Peak quad map
cc: Doug Nielson, Duchesne County
Fausett..let

Sincerely,

Anthffi-y A. Gallegos


